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2225 December 15, 1899 

Precautions against plague adopted by the Louisiana State board of health. 

[Report of quarantine committee adopted at special meeting of the board Friday, 
December 8, 1899, with amendments suggested by the president.] 

Your committee on quarantine beg to submit the following : 
Whereas, the Public Health Eeports issued by the United States 
Marine- Hospital Service show that the bubonic plague, which has pre- 
vailed in India for some time, shows a mortality of 164,083 deaths in 
220,907 cases, and that 

Therefore, it being known that the steamship Willowdene is shortly 
due in this port with a cargo of coffee from Santos, Brazil, where the 
plague now exists, your committee would recommend that the Willow- 
dene and all other vessels from plague-infected ports be subjected to 
quarantine at the Mississippi Eiver Quarantine Station for fifteen days. 

1. Vessels shall be treated in all particulars as per accompanying cir- 
cular of United States Treasury Department using the furnace to force 
the sulphur fumes in. 

2. On the fourth day they shall be again disinfected. 

3. On the eighth day the upper layers of the cargo may be moved to 
the lighters ; at night the hatches shall be closed and the sulphur fumi- 
gation of the hold repeated ; this procedure shall be repeated day after 
day until the hold is empty, 

4. The cargo shall then be allowed to come to the city on lighters. 

5. When empty, the vessel shall be again thoroughly disinfected, 
including sulphur fumigation, and then will be allowed to come to the 
city. 

6. The cargo shall be handled exclusively by the ship's crew, and the 
expense shall be borne by the vessel. 

7. Should any case be developed during the detention of the vessel, 
additional measures will be enforced. 

Eespectfully, Arthur Nolte, M. D. , Chairman. 

P. M. MoCutchon, M. D. 
W. G. Owen, M. D. 
A true copy. , 

G. Farrar Patton, M. D., Secretary. 

QUARANTINE NOTICE. 
ACTINOMYCOSIS IN CATTLE. 

The following extracts are taken from the quarterly report of the 
Minnesota State board of health, June 30 to September 30, 1899 : 

Whereas, The State board of health of Minnesota has declared lumpy 
jaw, or actinomycosis, to be a contagious disease, and 

Whereas, Cattle infected with this disease are quite frequently found 
among shipments of western cattle to the Twin City Stock Yards, and 
that many of these lumpy jaw cattle are often bought by parties for 
slaughter in the village limits of New Brighton. 

Be it resolved, That all cattle thus affected and that are unloaded at 
the Twin City Stock Yards shall not be permitted to be taken outside 
of said yards other than to be loaded on cars for shipment to points 
outside the limits of the village of New Brighton, except on an order 
from the local board of health', and subject to quarantine rules and 
regulations governing cattle affected with a contagious disease, as 
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defined by chapter 233, general laws of 1897, relating to contagious 
diseases among domestic animals in this State. 

Resolved, That this board adopt the foregoing as one of the rules and 
regulations of this board, and that these resolutions be posted in at least 
three conspicuous places in that territory over which the local board of 
health has jurisdiction-, and that the officials of the Twin City Stock 
Yards be served with a copy of these regulations when printed and 
posted. 

Adopted by the local board of health of New Brighton, September 16, 
1899. 

Geo. F. "Weight, 

Health Officer. 

This means, of course, that the traffickers in this kind of meat will 
have to find some other killing place for such cattle, and this they un- 
doubtedly will. 

TUBEECULOSIS IN BEEF. 

It is altogether probable that tuberculous meat is on the market and 
that the amount of such will be increased unless local boards take steps 
to make a thorough inspection both before and after slaughter of meats 
to be sold in their markets. 

There is a tendency amongst breeders to eliminate tuberculosis from 
their herds by the use of the tuberculin test. It is not at all prob- 
able that cattle reacting to the tuberculin test are destroyed, unless 
slaughtered under inspection. It is absolutely impossible for the State 
board of health to carry on such inspection all over this State with our 
present laws. A short time ago I was told that a buyer bought and 
shipped cattle that had reacted to the tuberculin test and that the meat 
from these animals was sold in the Minneapolis market. Of course we 
have no evidence that all of these animals were unfit for food, but we do 
know that they were in all probability not inspected^at time of slaughter. 
It is useless to contend that a meat inspection in butcher shops, be it 
ever so perfect, is sufficient to exclude all the meat from tuberculous 
and lumpy jaw cattle, that should be condemned, and yet this was 
practically the position taken last winter by the commissioner of 
health and the meat inspector of Minneapolis ; they contending that 
their city inspection was quite sufficient and that they wished no State 
interference. The attitude of the St. Paul authorities was in strong 
contrast to that of the Minneapolis authorities. 

Another reason for a probable increase in the amount of tuberculous 
meat in the markets pf this State, unless carefully guarded, is the influ- 
ence of laws of neighboring states. No cattle for breeding or dairy pur- 
poses can be shipped into Illinois without a certificate showing that they 
have withstood the tuberculin test. This State ships such cattle to 
Illinois. What, suppose you, becomes of the rejected tuberculous 
animals ? Undoubtedly they are killed within the State, and their meat 
is consumed.by our citizens ; and this* will continue until the testing of 
all cattle within the State is carried on by one responsible party, or 
until there is a thorough system of meat inspection. 
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SMALLPOX. 



This disease has demanded a great deal of attention. From January 
1 to October 1 of this year there have been in this State 117 cases, as 
follows: 



Locality. 


Cases. 


Recov- 
ered 


Died. 


St. Paul 


21 
S 
1 
2 

11 
1 
8 
* 
8 

10 

11 
3 
1 
1 

30 


21 
5 
1 
2 

11 
1 
8 
4 
6 

10 






































2 
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St. Cloud 







Willmar 









1 















In every outbreak it has been possible to control the disease by prompt 
quarantine and vaccination. * * * 

We have reason to be anxious for the winter with this record before us. 

The resolution relating to vaccination, passed at our last meeting, has 
been sent to all medical health officers, to the various county superin- 
tendents, and to school boards in villages and cities. I was delayed in 
sending out these letters (see copies below) until August 19, because 
of the uncertainty to whom should be sent the second circular letter — 
to school boards or to superintendents of schools and teachers. It did 
not seem wise to send notices to medical health officers until we were 
ready to reach the proper school authorities also ; this especially as an 
attempt had been made to have the transactions of our last meeting pub- 
lished quite generally throughout the State in July. 

The following are copies of letters sent out : 

August 18, 1899. 

My Dear Sir : The following resolutions were adopted at the July 
meeting of the Minnesota State board of health : 

In view of the fact that smallpox is prevailing to so great an extent 
throughout the entire country and that the danger from infection will 
be increased as cold weather comes on, therefore be it 

Resolved, That all schools throughout the State, at the fall opening, 
most require a certificate of vaccination before admitting a pupil. 

In view of the fact that infectious diseases are more prevalent, during 
the winter than summer ; that the schools are the frequent source of 
infection ; that it is to the interests of the schools, as well as the public 
at large, to exclude infectious diseases so far as possible from the school- 
room, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Minnesota State board of health make a special 
effort to secure the aid of all teachers in detecting and excluding children 
suffering from infectious diseases from the schools. That the board 
express itself as willing to give instructions, by lectures or otherwise, to 
teachers at summer schools, normal or other places where teachers meet 
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together, in the methods of recognizing infectious diseases in their early 
stages, thus aiding them in becoming active sanitarians. 

All children now in school not vaccinated should be persuaded so 
far as possible to produce a vaccination certificate. 

I trust you will appreciate the importance of teachers joining with 
us in trying to control infectious diseases. Especially are smallpox, 
chicken pox, diphtheria, scarlet fever, and measles apt to be dissemi- 
nated by school children. It seems to me that teachers should be most 
active sanitarians, for it is to their interest, looked at from the humani- 
tarian as well as from the selfish point of view, to prevent the spread of 
disease through schools. 

Eespectfully, H. M. Bracken, 

Secretary and Executive Officer. 

August 18, 1899. 

My Dear Doctor : Smallpox is still prevalent in the State. It is 
very important, therefore, that all children should be vaccinated before 
admission to school this fall. At the July meeting of this board the 
following resolution was passed and this has been quite generally printed 
in papers throughout the State : ' 

In view of the fact that smallpox is prevailing to so great an extent 
throughout the entire country and that the danger from infection will 
be increased as cold weather comes on, therefore be it 

Resolved, That all schools throughout the State, at the fall opening, 
must require a certificate of vaccination before admitting a pupil. 

I hope you will do all you can to see that this regulation is carried 
out. 

Eespectfully, H. M. Bracken, 

Secretary and Executive Officer. 



The following is an interesting table as showing the effect of vaccina- 
tion upon the mortality from smallpox. The death rate per 1,000,000 
inhabitants is given : 





Locality. 


Vaccination — 




Before. 


After. 




2,050 
14,046 
3,095 
5,402 
5,812 
3,321 
3,422 
3,128 


158 




182 




311 




255 




188 




56 




176 




286 







It would seem from the reading of the following section of the Minne- 
sota law : 

That every person being the parent or guardian, or having the care, 
custody, or control of any minor or other person, shall, to the extent of 
any means, power, or authority of said parent, guardian, or other person 
that could properly be used or exerted for such purpose, cause and pro- 
cure such minor or person under control to be so promptly, frequently, 
and effectively vaccinated that such minor or individual should not take 
or be liable to take the smallpox. 
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That the intention was to throw some responsibility on parents and 
guardians, as well as upon the board of health, in the enforcement of 
vaccination. In no case, so far as I can learn, has a local board of health 
refused to support the State board in this matter. In the event of an 
outbreak of smallpox in any locality where our resolution has been 
disregarded, demoralization that will certainly follow in the whole com- 
munity, including schools, will not rest upon either the local or State 
board of health. 

There is a point not generally appreciated as applying to the vac- 
cination of school children. In the event of smallpox appearing to 
any extent in any place, schools where vaccination has not been enforced 
will naturally be demoralized to a much greater extent than schools- 
where vaccination has been quite general. 

To remind you of the inconvenience of smallpox, let me give the 
following facts with regard to the cost of two of these outbreaks : 



No. 1. 



No. 2. 



Cases 

Cost of quarantine 

Cost of guards 

Cost of nurses...: 

Cost of provisions 

Cost of medical attendance.... 

Cost of medicines 

Other expenses .<. 

Estimated injury to business 






8472.00 





295.00 


$127.00 


179.00 


46.00 


621.71 


200.00 


181.30 


37.95 


67.00 


129.00 


735.00 





5,000.00 


539.95 


7,551.01 



This expense, you must remember, falls upon the locality afflicted — 
township, village, or city. It is a pertinent question, therefore, which 
is the better from an economical standpoint for any community — vac- 
cination or nonvaccination ; protection or no protection? 

It is worthy of note that smallpox has gradually been spreading over 
the whole country during the past three or four years. A single case 
among the troops in San Francisco was sufficient to call for newspaper 
notice, setting this up as a possible danger. But we will not have to 
depend upon our returning soldiers to spread the smallpox ; it has been 
epidemic in many States already during the past three years ; has cost 
thousands of dollars directly and indirectly. 

Many of the epidemics have been of a mild type, but I think it is 
safe to predict that with smallpox unchecked by vaccination, it will 
within a few years return to its virulence of years gone by, as shown 
in Europe. 

The last annual report of the Marine-Hospital Service expresses 
things tersely as follows : 

Smallpox is a disease so easily prevented by vaccination that the- 
smallpox patient of to-day is scarcely deserving of sympathy, the 
improvements in the preparation of pure vaccine lymph having been 
so great that there is now little cause for fear of untoward results from 



December 15, 1899 



2230 



vaccination. The spread of the disease also is so easily prevented 
under proper management that it is a disgrace to the sanitary authorities 
of any State, municipality or locality, whenever this disease is permit- 
ted to get beyond control. 

If the inability to manage the disease is due to the want of funds, 
then this lack of necessary provision is a disgrace to the legislative 
bodies of the State or locality infected. 

Not a physician or nurse who has, so far, had to do with our various 
smallpox epidemics has had the disease when properly protected by 
vaccination. One physician who was not protected contracted small- 
pox and died. 

If this State should be so demoralized by smallpox epidemics, let the 
responsibility rest where it belongs — upon the heads of those who have 
obstructed vaccination. 



[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 
Yellow fever in Key West, Fla. 

Surgeon Murray reports as follows : 

Key West, Fla., December 2, 1899. 

Sie : I have the honor to state that Dr. J. N. Pogarty has reported 
3 cases of yellow fever as occurring on November 26 and 1 case on 
November 30, all having occurred in two houses, the last infected, 
which contains about a dozen children. No other physician has made 
any report for about a month. 

Yellow fever in the United States as reported to the Surgeon-Oeneral United States Marine- 
Hospital Service from August SI to December 15, 1899. 



Places. 



Date. 



Cases. Deaths. 



Florida : 

Key West- 



Miami.. 



Port Tampa City.. 
Louisiana : 

New Orleans 



Maryland : 

Baltimore.... 
Mississippi : 

Centerville.. 

Flora 

Jackson 



Mississippi City . 



Aug. Sl-8ept. 30.. 

Oct. 1-Oct. 31 

Nov. 1-Nov. 20.... 

Nov. 26 

Nov. 30 

Sept. 5-Sept. 22.. 

Oct. 19-Oct. 31 

Nov. 1-Nov. 22.... 
Sept. 4-Nov. 16... 



Aug.27-Sept.30.. 
Oct. 2-Oct. 81.... 
Nov. 3-Nov. 10... 
Nov.26-Dec. 9... 



Oct. 8.. 



Sept. 29. 

Oct. 25 

Sept. 10-Oct. 30.... 
Oct. 31-Nov. 1-.. 

Sept. 1 

Sept. H-Sept. 29.. 



432 

25 

3 

1 

2 

45 

86 

10 

31 

73 

9 

2 

al 

2 



\b) 



a At quarantine station. 6 Yellow fever reported. 



46 

20 

2 



